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NOTES FROM GUAM 


"GUAM /'gwam/ or GUA.HAN /gwa-'han/. Unincorporated U.S. territory, largest 
and southernmost of Mariana Is., W Pacific Ocean; 32 miles long, between 

4 and 10 miles wide; 209 Square miles; population (1970) 86, 926; Capital; 
Agana: in southern half are hills (highest 1329 feet) with several streams 
and fertile areas, northern half mainly plateau about 500 feet; has reef 
along much of the coast:on west coast is best anchorage, Apra Harbor, be- 
tween Orote Peninsula and Cabras Island; visited occasionally by earth- 
quakes and typhoons; extensive naval facilities; chief crops bananas, beans, 
melons, papayas. 


“History: Discovered by Magellan 1521; occupied by Spain 1565 but not com- 
pletely subjected until 130 years later; ceded to U.S. by Spain Dec. 1898 
and occupied 1899; developed by U.S. as a naval station and in 1936 as 
Civil aviation stop: seized by Japanese Dec. 11, 1941; retaken by American 
forces July 20-Aug, 10, 1944; made headquartersof U.S. Navy in the Pacific 
Jan. 28, 1945: administration transferred to U.S. Department of the Inte- 
rior 1950." 


Since the publication of this data in the Webster's New Geographical Dictionary (G.& C. 
Merriam Co., 1972) the island now elects its own Governor (since 1970). AIT previous 
Governors were appointed by the President of the United States. A vigorous and semi- 
autonomous economic development Drogram is now well under way, much of it based on a 
growing tourism industry. The island lies 6200 miles (9980 km) Southwest of San 
Francisco, and the nopulation is now more than 100,000. 


Guamanians (as they call themselves) are primarily of Polynesian racial stock with 
admixtures of many others including european Spanish peoples. Another name frequent- 
ly used in commercial and social life is "Chamorro," the old Spanish name for the 
original islanders, It was used on one of the sets of Food Stamp Tokens, GUZMAN'S 
CHAMORRO MART. It is also used in the name of the island's coin club. Hispanic in- 
fluence is strong and many Guamanians still use Spanish Christian names, Many have 
similar surnames. Much local social life revolves around the Roman Catholic Churches. 


There are now large numbers of mainland and Hawaiian-American residents on the island 
along with Japanese and other Asians. A long-standing Filipino community has been a 
part of Guam's social life since the days of the Spaniards, having been brought over 
to work in jobs where the existing Chamorros would not. For more information you can 


write to Mr. John P. Balajadia, Coordinator, Guam Liaison Office, P.0. Box 36085, San 
Francisca, CA 94102. 
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One of my collecting interests has always been U.S. Territorial token issues. Since 
there were so few issuers of Food Stamp Change Tokens and so few available on the main- 
land I decided to do some detective work and see whether there were any token collec- 
tors on the island, The Guam Liaison Office is across the street from my job and 

they kindly gave me the name of the Guam Economic Development Authority. Mr. Jose L. 
Cepeda of that organization gave the name of the Chamorro Coin Club and its President, 
Mr. Glenn I, Ijima. I then wrote to the club on October 12 of last year and enclosed 
copies of the newsletter and sample Food Stamp Tokens, I also crossed my fingers. A 
careful and thoughtful response came from Mr. Ijima as follows: 


Bank of Hawaii 


GUAM BRANCH 

P. O. Box BH 

Agana, Guam 96910 
Mariana Islands 


GLENN |. IJIMA 
MANAGER 
DATA PROCESSING CENTER 


December 15, 1980 
President 


Chamorro Coin Club 


Dear Mr. Schimmel, 

Thank you for your nice letter addressed to myself and members of the 
Chamorro Coin Club of Guam. I read your letter aloud at one of our meetings 
and unfortunately there are no token collectors among our members. \ 

I decided to research the subject of Food Stamp Change Tokens and Paper 
Scrip of Guam myself. The first thing I tried to do was to ootain a list of 
stores which issued Food Stamp Change Tokens. The local Food Stamp office was 
not able to provide me with this information so I wrote to the USDA rood and 
Nutrition Service, Western Region office in Honolulu, Yawaii but they also 
were not able to provide me with the information, ' 

So thus far, I have not been able to add any other stores to your list 
of Guam issuing stores. I've begun checking the stores that you listed and 
the results thus far are: 


Agana Liquor Store, Agana - was able to get a few pieces but no 1¢ 


Barrigada Retail Store, Barrigada - ‘las able to buy the remaining pieces at 
4¢ each. There are some sets, but they are mostly 1; 91leces, 


Camp Dealey Store, Talofofo - have not had the chance to get out to it yet 
as it is located on the opposite side of the island. it is now under a 


new name. 


Guzman's Chamorro Mart, Dededo - the owner is sure that she has some somewhere 
and is searching her home and warehouse for them. 


Mangilao Retail Store, ifangilao - the owner said that he had a bag full, but 
his home was recently burlgarized and they were stolen only a few weeks 
before your letter arrived along with silver coins and cash, 


Pedro's Produce, Anigua - enclosing the 5¢ piece you did not receive. They 
still nave more and I'm trying to purchase the remaining supply from the 
owner. 


Romar Store, Yona = all I could get was 1 10¢ and 1 25¢ piece. The rest are 
lost or in the drawers of people who never redeemed them, 


S & G Mart, Tamuning - have asked around and no one seems to know where this 
store was or is located. Someone mentioned that there was a store with 
a similar name but it was located in another village. aAm still searching 
for the location of this one. 


Enclosing a Paper Scrip I was able to obtain. These are nard to find as 
most stores using them have long since destroyed them. ./i11 advise you of 
future discoveries. Right now, everyone's busy with the holiday season. Have 
a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year! 

Sincerely , 


be 


Food Stamp 


Due Bill PT Eee 
NO é FOOD STAMP 
Merchandise Credit Slip 


In the amount of a a Redeemable for Eligible Food Items only at 
Shop "N Save Lid. 
dbe GIBSON GROCERY DEPARTMENT 


P.O, Box 7644 
Tamuning, Guam 96911 


NOT TO EXCEED 99 CENTS 4 Fe i ee REE 
Redeemable only in eligible foods at: ' 4 
jena 67 ee 


Rainbow Center, Inc. ae = Fp 


Post Office Box 2714, Agana, Guam 96610 


aorta, fi: sey Actual size: 217 x 76mm; Color: buff. 
nanan pi oS oy 


Actual size: 89 x 120mm; Color: white. 


As you can see Mr. Ijima's collecting experience is virtually identical to that of 
mainland and Puerto Rican collectors. I later sent him a set of Xeroxed paper scrip 
items I obtained from Neil Shafer to help him with further searches, 


The tokens shownare the standard 28mm pieces made by Personalized Plastics and are of 
late 1970's manufacture. They all have the common 25mm english language reverse de- 
sign. I have little doubt that the Guam items will be among the most scarce of the 
FSC series. Since I have never seen any other tokens from Guam, e.g. cocktail lounge, 
military, etc. I am hazarding a guess that FSC items will be the only items that spe- 
cifically reflect the island's numismatic history. 


FROM POUGHKEEPSIE, NEW YORK 


Dean Davis wrote some time ago with extensive listings of Food Stamp Scrip and 

Food Stamps themselves. He is one of the few subscribers legally entitled to hold the 
stamps themselves, I am showing a few of the things that he has sent and hope I do 
justice to his detailed effort. Please note that Food Stamp Booklet Covers are quite 
legal to collect. Some are shown here as well. 


April 28, 1980 
Poughkeepsie, New York 


Jerrys 


No, I'm not a store owner, but I am a Food Stamp user. I got some photocopies of my 
collection. Maybe they can help you. 


BIG V SHOP RITE SUPERMARKETS THE STOP & SHOP COMPANIES, INC. 
(gotten in Hyde Park) (gotten in Poughkeepsie) 
1l¢ = pink with blue outline, except 1¢ = blue, series 1972. 
red serial number. 5¢ = buff, series 1972. 
5¢ = yellow, as above. - same, series 1975. 
25¢ = light blue, as above. 10¢ = yellow, series 1975. 
(size: 125x76mm) 25¢ = pink, series 197k. 
A&P FOOD STORES 50¢ = green, series 1975. 
l¢ = white (sizes 160x70mm) 
5¢ = pink 
25¢ = yellow 


(size: 107x68mm) 


Now the following are my own special thing. The $1.00 Food Coupons came from these 
types of books and started with 50¢, $1, $2, $5 and $10. The new type starts with 
$1, $5 and $10, Some have the Secretary of Agriculture's name, some don't and some 
are different colors on the price. 
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Sorry this letter is long and somewhat complicated. Some books had staples, some 
didn't. I should send you a group maybe to photo and return or trade for something. 


Sorry, my younger son is crying. Bye. 
Dean 


P.S. I will mail my $3.85 in one week. Get paid next Wednesday. Thanks for the inte- 
resting tokens. Wait for another letter of mine with tokens of my area. I don't go 
out and buy the stock from a supermarket because they have just aboutall been turned 
in to the parent companye 

D. 


NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
LOCAL O50 


THE CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEES’ ASSOCIATION, INC. 
December 2, 1980 
Poughkeepsie, New York 


Jerry, 


I really liked that card you sent me a month ago (ED: an order form for Personalized 
Plastics Food Stamp Tokens). I have a very limited supply of scrip. But since you 
could use this I guess I'll let this one go (ED: a 1¢ Stop & Shop - 1972). I went to 
our local store around 1978 or so and asked if they still had any scrip left. I lied 
like a mother and said I was a teacher and using these as a teaching aiid. So she 
whipped out a stack of scrip and I found out she had l¢, 5¢, 10¢, 25¢ and 50¢. I 
knew of everyone but the 50¢4 Never knew they existed. 


I have since gone back to this store and asked more than once if they have any more 
scrip left. They look at you like you are weird or odd. They say "no good anymore." 
Do you know how it feels when they do this’ Really puts you in a down mood. On an 
up side, when I went to Shop-Rite in Hyde Park and asked a girl about Food Stamp 
Covers, she went into the garbage and dug out three. That's an upper and gets your 
blood moving! 


CREDIT SLIP 
ALBANY PUBLIC MARKETS, INC. No. 1 3 L 9 7 4 
U.S.D.A. FOOD S\AMP PROGRAM DATE Jo /i3 ~ry 


creoit amount_/ © ( ei yaw I : 2 ae ; 
(NOT “meee OVER 99 CENTS) . Color: white. 


Actual size: 127x71lmm. 


STORE Wap ye (i~) REG. NO. 
{GOOD ONLY AT THIS LOCATION) 


{ 


APPROVED BY 


Ohj Found this, half of my stock on this one. A city north of Hyde Park and across 
the Hidson River = Kingston, New York. This was issued for change. Don't know if 
they had any other type of scrip. Hope to see these in the next issue. Enjoyed seeing 
my Food Stamp Cover in the newsletter masthead. Hope these are equal to the pieces 
you sent. 

Dean 


YOU MAY HAVE WOND:RED 


why the January issue came nearly two 
months late. I had mailed it shortly 
before New Year's. SIX WEEKS LATER 
the P.O. returned them to me unmailed! 
The envelopes were too large for the 
weight under an obscure ruling. And 
they keep asking for rate increases! 


1939-3 


Al Zaika reports another find from this 
period: 


Aluminum, 20mm 
O: BALTIMORE MARKETS/ 5/ FOOD 
STAMP CREDIT/ NOT TRANSFERABLE 
R: GOOD FOR/ 5/ SURPLUS FOOD ONLY 


He further indicates that the firm operated 


stores in DE, MD and PA during the 1930's 
and O's and finally merged with the Food 


Fair chain, The token would have been for 


"Blue Stamp" foods. 


Alon Jeffrey indicates that TAMS maverick 
#6811 is as follows: 


Brass, 16mm. 
O: FOR ELIGIBLE/ HARLEY'S/ FOODS 
ONLY 
Rz GOOD FOR/ 1c/ IN TRADE 


Nothing is known about this one. 
SOME PLUGS 


The Morton Grove Coin Club, P.O. Box 3, 
Morton Grove, IL 60053 mentioned this 
sheet in its THE COIN TELLER, Same with 
the Maine Numismatic Assn., P.0. Box 
1328, Auburn, ME 04210 in its NEWSLETTER, 
Members of the Chamorro Coin Club, P.O. 
Box BH, Agana, GJ 96910 received copies 
of this rag. Thanks, gang! 


DR. ZAMORA 


A number of readers have written to me 
about Dr. Francisco Zamora of Puerto 
Rico because he doesn't answer letters. 
My best info from two sources is that 
he has been seriously ill for a number 
of months. When he gets his strength 
back, I'm certain you'll all be hearing 
from hin. 


NEW YORK 


For the supplemental issue I plan a cata- 


log of New York State tokens by Gary Pivher, 


to be about 12—16 pages like the one for 
New Jersey. If anyone has sizeable NY 


collections and thinks pieces should be ad- 


ded let him know so we can make it more 
complete. 


SUBSORIPTIONS ARE DUE 


from July to June, and will have to go 
to $4.50 to cover the new postage rates 
and the supplement. These need to be 
back to me by June 15 in order for you 
to get the July issue. Persons can 


still get the 1980-81 issues for $3.85 
until then, 


Minnesota and Wash= 
ington, Also tokens in general from 
Pacific Northwest and Alaska. Please 
price your tokens in first letter. 
J.Blake Uodfrey, 208 W. Sth Street, 
Aberdeen, WA 98520. 


MALLORY'S/ N. HAMPSHIRE/ CH/ HaN 
VILLE/ NY/ GROCERY, Only 20 sets 
total. Tom Conklin, P.W. Box khO, 
Rutherford, NJ 07070. 
Noy JERSEY F.S.C. plus any NJ exonu- 
mia items wanted. Also need White- 
head & Hoag (Newark, NJ) items. Price 
and write. Gary Patterson, R.D. 3, 
1108 Northampton Blvd., Toms River, 
NJ 08757. 
Vendo y cambio fichas pueblos centro 
isla (PUERTO RICO), varias o mul- 
tiples. Pablo Rodriguez, Buzon 3131 
j PR 
MA 


SO 


RARITAN/ 767-1007, set of (no 1¢) 
- $1.25 postpaid. Al Zaika, P.O. Box 
Bellmawr, NJ 08031, Send SASE. 

ANA Museum lookin, for Food Stamp 
Change Tokens and Scrip. Do you have 
duplicates? Why not donate one or a 
set to the ANA Museum for posterity? 
Write ANA Museum, P.O. Box 2366, 
Colorado Springs, CO 80901. (ED Note: 
I donated a batch and received a 
$100+ income tax deduction receipt! 
HY CAMPERS! You are entitled to a 
free 30 word ad for each issue. Just 
get up the gumption and mail it in, 
You might just get something you want 
out of it. But of course you have to 
pick up your pen, write, and put it 
all in an envelope.(srnimail it!). 
!No lo olvide! Puede poner a un anun- 
cio de 30 palabras por cada edicion, 
gratis Pues = hay que poner a la 
pluma en el 


dividual states which I will sell in 
state batches at less than the $2.50 
going rate. Let me know what state 
you are interested in, and I will 
detail and price. Jerry Schimmel, 
P.O. Box 40888, San Francisco, CA 
9410. (P.S. I do not have all states) 
Still heve a few copies of FOOD STAMP 
CHANGZ TOKEN SYORES @ $7.50 postpaid. 
Wanted! Tokens from FLORIDA. Wi 
buy or trade. N.R. Mack, P.O. Box 
BS, 


Goose Creek, SC 2945. 


FOOD STAMP CHANCE 
TOKENS & SCRIP 


LOVE 'EM OR HATE ‘EM, THEY'RE HOT ITEMS TODAY! 


Remember when Civil War tokens sold for 25¢ each? Remember when a $10 transit 
token sold for just that? Food Stamp Tokens and Paper Scrip will never be 
cheaper than they are right now. 


Don't miss this opportunity to collect or accumulate some of these tokens and 
scrip for the future. The use of these has been officially suspended and 
thousands, if not millions of them, have been alrvady destroyed. 


We have available a retail list of about 2500 different sets from virtually 
all the states and United States territories and possessions. Send one dollar 
(refundable with any order) now for that list! Food Stamp Scrip is available 
also. WE BUY TOO! Let us know what you have for sale. 


Our newly revised and expanded reference list features some 800 titles cover- 
ing tokens, medals, coins, paper money and other collectibles such as postcards 
and antique guns. Send $1 for that list as well also refundable with any or- 
der). Wants lists are serviced. 


Our next auction will include many items of popular interest. Send $1.50 and 
receive the auction catalog and the prices realized, all by First Class mail. 
Catalogs will be sent only to First Class subscribers in the future: five sales 
for five dollars. 


A WHOLESALE LISTING 


100 Different Food Stamp Tokens of different merchants, 
of plastic, aluminum, wood and from different makers 


(no full sets included) $35.00 
500 Different tokens as above, but includes some complete 

sets from various states 150.00 
1000 Different as above 275.00 
2000 Different as above 500.00 
100 Assorted Tokens 20.00 
1000 Assorted Tokens 175.00 
5000 Assorted Tokens 750.00 
100 Different Food Stamp Scrip, all paper 15.00 
200 Different as above 25.00 
1000 Assorted Scrip 75.00 


Samples of tokens and scrip free for 28¢ SASE! 


All orders postpaid to street address (for U.P.S. delivery). 


PAUL A. CUNNINGHAM 
BOX ONE 
TECUMSEH, MI 49286 


